Rural  District  of  Glendale. 


Annual  Report  for  1920. 
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9lural  ^district  of  Glendale, 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1920. 


YlS  demobilisation  was  practically  complete  by  tbe  end  of  1919  the 
Registrar-General  does  not  consider  it  necessary  to  make  any 
distinction  between  “ birth-rate  populations  ” and  “ death- 
rate  populations,”  a distinction  which  was  made  during  the  period 
when  a large  part  of  the  male  population  was  under  aims.  He  there- 
fore gives  one  estimate  of  population  for  births  and  deaths  in  Glendale, 
viz.,  8,046.  The  Census  returns  for  Glendale  during  the  last  thirty 
years  show  a steady  and  considerable  decrease  from  one  decade  to 
another.  In  1891  the  population  was  10,156  ; in  1901  it  was  returned 
as  8,770,  a decrease  of  1,386  ; in  1911  it  was  8,579,  a comparatively 
small  decrease  of  191  ; and  for  1920,  as  already  stated,  the  Registrar- 
General  has  put  it  at  8,046,  a decrease  of  533,  which  is  partly  accounted 
for  by  the  ravages  of  the  Great  War.  Glendale  being  purely  agri- 
cultural it  follows  that  the  population  depends  on  the  amount  of  land 
cultivated  on  the  various  farms.  With  the  return  of  peace  and  the 
tendency  of  farmers  to  return  to  the  pre-war  standard  of  arable  land 
it  is  probable  that  the  Census  returns  of  1921  may  show  a still  greater 
decrease. 


The  subsoil  in  Glendale  is  chiefly  gravel,  and  therefore  porous  ; 
part  of  the  district,  however,  comprising  Lowick  and  Baimoor  areas, 
is  chiefly  clay  and  is  colder  than  the  rest  of  the  district. 

At  the  end  of  1920  Lowick  is  still  without  an  adequate  water 
supply,  but  it  is  proposed  to  bring  a supply  from  a spring  in  Holborn 
Moor,  which  promises  to  be  plentiful  and  of  good  quality.  The 
quantity  was  carefully  measured  in  July  and  again  in  the  end  of 
September,  and  was  found  to  be  practically  the  same  at  both  periods. 
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The  spring  is  a considerable  distance  from  Lowick,  about  three 
miles,  but  as  there  is  no  feasible  supply  nearer,  and  this  is  the  only 
good  supply  which  will  gravitate  to  the  highest  house  in  Lowick,  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  complete  the  scheme  in  the  near  future. 

At  the  same  time  that  the  water  supply  is  brought  to  Lowick 
the  proper  sewerage  of  the  village  should  be  completed.  At  present 
the  upper  part  of  the  village  is  practically  without  drainage,  and  this 
part  comprises  all  the  larger  houses.  The  system  already  existing 
seems  to  be  quite  efficient  as  far  as  it  goes  and  only  requires  extending 
to  the  Vicarage,  which  is  the  most  westerly  house.  The  village  of 
Milfield  also  suffers  from  an  inadequate  supply  of  water,  and  as  a 
consequence  in  dry  weather  its  sewers  are  insufficiently  flushed. 

The  number  of  deaths,  including  9 transfers  inwards,  is  111, 
comprising  61  males  and  50  females.  In  the  previous  year  the  number 
of  deaths  was  122.  The  death-rate  is  13  -79,  which  is  fairly  high  for 
Glendale,  and  compares  unfavourably  with  the  district  in  pre-war 
days.  For  ten  years  prior  to  1906  the  average  death-rate  was  12-8. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  severe  strain  during  the  war  years,  both 
mental  and  physical,  is  still  telling  on  the  general  health  of  the  popula- 
tion and  on  the  death-rate  as  well. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were  8 in  number,  5 males 
and  3 females  ; 5 in  Ford  district  and  3 in  Wooler  district.  This  gives 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  52  -28  per  1,000  births,  which  is  very  low 
compared  to  the  country  as  a whole  and  the  third  lowest  on  record  for 
Glendale,  the  years  1903  and  1904  having  a rate  of  52  -0  and  50  -84 
respectively. 

The  number  of  births  was  133  ; 76  males  and  77  females,  84  in 
Wooler  district  and  69  in  Ford  district.  This  gives  a birth-rate  of 
19  -11,  a comparatively  low  birth-rate  but  considerably  higher  than  the 
previous  year,  when  it  was  15  -87. 

Measles  ceased  to  be  notifiable  at  the  end  of  1919,  but  there  was 
a considerable  epidemic  in  the  Howtle  and  Kirknewton  districts 
necessitating  the  closing  of  the  schools  in  both  areas.  There  were 
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no  fatal  cases.  Fourteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified  during 
tke  year,  two  in  January  in  Wooler  in  separate  families,  the  rest  of 
the  cases  were  confined  to  three  families  widely  apart  and  at  different 
.times,  three  in  one  family  in  March,  four  in  another  family  in  April, 
and  five  in  another  famdy  in  December.  Infection  seems  to  have 
been  got  from  hawkers  or  tramps,  as  none  of  the  patients  had  been 
from  home.  There  were  8 cases  of  pneumonia,  5 of  which  were  fatal. 
Of  diphtheria  there  were  5 cases,  1 of  which  proved  fatal.  Seven 
cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  6 of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  1 
of  glandular  ; pulmonary  tuberculosis  caused  6 deaths,  3 males  and  3 
females.  Of  enteric  fever  2 cases  were  notified.  One  case,  being  one 
of  a family  of  nine  living  in  a small  farm  cottage,  was  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital,  where  he  made  a good  recovery.  He  was  a farm 
worker  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of  drinking  water  in  the  open  ditches 
on  the  farm,  where  the  water  had  every  chance  of  being  polluted. 
The  other  case  proved  fatal  and  it  was  impossible  to  find  the  source 
of  infection. 

One  case  of  acute  anterior  poliomyelitis  was  notified  during  the 
year.  The  child  was  promptly  isolated  and  no  other  case  occurred. 
The  patient  recovered  with  partial  paralysis  of  one  leg.  The  two 
cases  reported  in  the  previous  year  recovered  from  the  paralysis,  one 
completely  the  other  almost  so.  Between  November  20th  and  the 
2nd  day  of  December,  a period  of  fourteen  days,  3 cases  of  encephalitis 
lethargica  were  notified  in  the  district  at  considerable  distances  from 
each  other.  No  connection  of  any  kind  could  be  traced  between  the 
cases.  The  first  case  was  a boy  about  years  of  age  and  the  second 
a man  of  65  years,  the  third  case  was  a young  man  about  23.  The 
first  two  died  after  about  a week’s  illness,  the  third  recovered.  In 
the  table  of  Causes  of  Death  one  of  the  fatal  cases  is  entered  as  having 
died  of  influenza,  as  it  was  after  the  death  was  registered  that  its  true 
nature  was  realized.  In  January  and  February  of  this  year  (1921) 
3 other  cases  were  notified,  so  that  it  might  be  said  to  have  been  epi- 
demic, but  there  seemed  no  evidence  of  infection  as  the  cases  were 
all  completely  isolated  from  each  other,  and  no  two  cases  were  in 
proximity  to  each  other.  Convalescence  has  been  extremely  slow, 
the  patients  taking  months  to  recover  normal  health.  Mumps, 
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whooping  cough,  and  measles  were^epidemic  at  certain  periods  of  the 
year,  necessitating  closing  of  the  schools  in  the  various  areas  where 
they  were  prevalent.  Whooping  cough  caused  two  deaths,  one  child 
bung  aged  four  months  and  the  other  three]  years. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  hrs  accompanying  Report,  gives 
detailed  particulars  relating  to  scavenging  and  other  matters. 

The  housing  problem  has  been  occupying  the  attention  of  the 
Council  throughout  the  yv^ar,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  nothing 
definite  was  done  beyond  considering  that  32  houses  would  be  required 
for  Wooler  and  about  10  for  Lowick,  and  sites  were  provisionally 
fixed  on.  Four  new  houses  were  completed  in  the  district  during  the 
year  and  several  farm  cottages  were  re-modelled  and  enlarged  at 
North  Doddington,  Ilderton,  and  Roddam  Rigg  ; but  at  many  of  t he 
farms  cottages  are  still  too  small  and  many  are  insanitary  from  damp 
walls  and  bad  ventilation.  The  cost  of  building  materials  and  the 
scarcity  of  tradesmen  are  pleaded  as  excuses  for  delay,  but  many  of 
the  cottages  are  in  urgent  need  of  repair.  Towards  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspector  commenced  a house-to-house  survey 
of  the  whole  district,  which  when  completed  will  show  the  definite 
housing  needs  to  the  Council. 

ALEXANDER  DEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT, 

Glendale  Rural  District, 

for  the  Year  ending  December  31sty  1920, 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GLENDALE 

RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  m;y  report  of  tire  work  done  during  the  past 
year. 


SCAVENGING. 

The  scavenging  contractors  in  the  Woofer,  Lowick,  and  Wark 
districts  have  carried  out  their  work  satisfactorily  during  the  year, 
and  the  rest  of  the  district  has  been  well  attended  to. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

The  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  been  periodically  inspected 
and  in  several  cases  lime  washing  has  been  done  at  my  request.  At 
one  cowshed  a new  floor  and  drain  have  been  put  in. 

Number  of  Cow  Keepers  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  Cows  kept  ...  ...  ....  80 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

I have  made  weekly  inspections  at  the  slaughter  houses  and  they 
have  been  kept  quite  clean,  and  the  class  of  cattle  killed  in  them  is 
above  the  average  quality.  We  have  three  slaughter  houses  in 
Wooler  and  two  in  Lowick. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

We  have  now  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 
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DISINFECTIONS. 

During  the  year  25  rooms  and  the  CounciTs  Isolation  Hospital 
were  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

The  disinfections  were  earned  out  by  means  of  Formalin  lamps. 
Eighteen  sets  of  bedding,  etc.,  were  removed  to  the  steam  disinfector 
and  disinfected  there. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

We  had  one  case  of  enteric  fever  in  the  Hospital  during  November 
and  December  and  everything  was  quite  satisfactory. 


WORKSHOPS,  Etc. 

We  have  56  workshops  in  the  district,  of  which  four  are  bake- 
houses. They  have  been  regularly  inspected  during  the  year.  The 
chief  workshops  are  : — 


Bakehouses 

Cabinetmakers  and  Joiners 
Tailors  and  Dressmakers 
Boot  Repairers... 
Miscellaneous  ... 


4 

14 

9 

4 

25 


56 


NEW  HOUSES,  Etc. 

Four  new  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  tw^o  at  Hay 
Farm  and  two  at  Branxton.  At  North  Doddington,  Ilderton,  and 
Roddam  Rigg  cottages  have  been  re-modelled  and  made  more  commo- 
dious. At  The  Hagg  and  Lilburn  the  water  supply  has  been  piped 
into  the  houses. 


HOUSINO  ACTS. 

No  notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Acts,  but  104  Informal 
and  36  Formal  Notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 
During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  I commenced  a house-to-house 
survey  of  the  whole  district  with  a view  to  finding  a solution  of  the 
housing  needs,  and  I furnished  a report  thereon  to  the  Housing 
Committee. 
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NUISANCES  AND  SANITAKY  DEFECTS. 

The  following  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects  have  been  remedied 


during  the  year  ; — 

Defective  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

New  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Privies  and  ashpits  emptied  ...  ...  ...  20 

Closet  accommodation  provided  ...  ...  ...  9 

Privies  converted  to  w.c’s.  .. . ...  ...  ...  3 

Privies  converted  to  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  10 

Defective  spouting  remedied  ...  ...  ...  13 

Water  supply  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Cowsheds  limewashed  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dampness  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


In  conclusion  I would  like  to  point  out  that  the  chief  defects  in 
the  working-class  houses  of  Glendale  are  lack  of  scullery  and  sleeping 
accommodation,  which  is  mainly  caused  by  nearly  one-third  of  the 
houses  being  only  two-roomed. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  GREATHEAD, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


M.  13.  GLENDALE  RUEAL. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURISG  THE  YEAR  mo. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

• 

Males. 

Females. 

Civilians  only. 

Ali  causes ... 

61 

50 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup... 

1 

Influenza  ... 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

3 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

9 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

10 

7 

Bronchitis... 

2 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

3 

2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

1 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  &c. 

1 

2 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide  ... 

1 

3 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 

28 

14 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

Total  Illegitimate  ... 

5 

3 

Total  Births  

76 

77 

Legitimate  ... 

70 

70 

Illegitimate  ... 

6 

7 

Population  (for  Births  and  Deaths) 

8,046 
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